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Brethren of Toronto East District: 
 
Happy New Year!!  I hope that you and your families have enjoyed some quality time with family and 
friends over the holidays and that 2013 is a year of health, happiness and joy for you all. 
 
Our District Blood Donor team continues to provide stellar service for this very worthy cause.  I recently 
received some statistics that showed Toronto East District leading the way in all categories- “active 
registered”, “units collected” and “new donors” -among the five Toronto and York Districts.  Thank you 
to the team members who volunteer and “Thank You” to all who have participated by helping out at the 
clinics or by donating.  Any Mason, family member or friend may participate in the Partners for Life 
program and use our number-MASN01158-when donating.  By the way, Masonic Blood Donors Week is 
scheduled for February 18-22, 2013.  Perhaps you might consider making a donation. 
 
As we return from our holiday break January continues to provide opportunities to enjoy the company of 
Masonic friends as a number of Lodges hold Burns Night celebrations.  Among those remembering our 
honoured Brother, Robert Burns, Scarboro, Caledonia and Doric Lodges are planning to hold their annual 
Burns Dinners on their regular meeting nights.  On Saturday, February 2nd Markham Union will be 
hosting its annual celebration. Why not contact the respective Junior Wardens to get details and plan to 
bring a new member out to enjoy the fun?  Haggis!!  Pipes!! Slainte!! 
 
While Official Visits don’t begin again until February, there are several other events of note in the 
District.  W. Bro. Malcolm Parish has organized an evening of comedy on Thursday, January 24th at Yuk 
Yuk’s in Ajax in support of the District Charity.  What a great way to “be happy” and support such a 
worthy cause!!  SW’s have tickets and all moneys or outstanding tickets are to be returned no later than 
January 15th to W. Bro. Parish so that he can finalize details with Yuk Yuk’s. 
 
Also, W. Bro. Scott McDonald is organizing another Quarry Talk.  This will be a Master Mason’s 
evening on Thursday, January 31st beginning at 7:30 p.m. at Doric Pickering.  All District MM’s are 
invited. 
 
I would like to remind all of our District Chairs and Project Leaders of the meeting with you on 
Wednesday, January 30th at 7:30p.m.  This meeting at Doric Pickering Hall is intended to provide the 
district team with feedback on completed events, to promote forthcoming projects and to solicit support, 
as required, to ensure our remaining activities are successful.  This, I believe, is the first such mid-year 
meeting in Toronto East and I am looking for everyone’s attendance so that we can continue to achieve 
our plans and objectives. 
 
Finally, I would ask that every WM develop a plan and begin to carry it out this month to communicate 
with ALL of your brethren who do not regularly attend Lodge, especially your newer members.  Not 
everyone can attend due to their “private and public avocations”.  However, every member should always 
feel connected to his lodge and what better way than a phone call or personal message to keep in touch?  
Also, please find a way to ensure that every Brother who does not have access to a computer will continue 
to be as equally informed as those who do.  Technology may change but our need to continue to 
communicate better does not. 
   
May the G.A.O.T.U. keep you safe always and help us all to remain true to our obligations. 
 
Freemasonry in action…deeds speak!! 
 
Sincerely and fraternally, 
Bruce N. Palanik 
District Deputy Grand Master 
Toronto East District  


